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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6112

Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session

By Senate Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Eide,
Ki ng, Haugen, Fain, and Shin)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 24/ 12.

AN ACT Rel ating to the use of alternative traction devices on tires
under certain conditions; and anendi ng RCW46. 37. 420.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA46.37.420 and 2007 ¢ 140 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful to operate a vehicle upon the public highways of
this state unless it is conpletely equi pped with pneunatic rubber tires
except vehicles equipped with tenporary-use spare tires that neet
federal standards that are installed and used in accordance with the
manuf acturer's instructions.

(2) No tire on a vehicle noved on a highway may have on its
peri phery any bl ock, flange, cleat, or spike or any other protuberance
of any material other than rubber which projects beyond the tread of
the traction surface of the tire, except that it is perm ssible to use
farm machi nery equipped with pneumatic tires or solid rubber tracks
havi ng protuberances that will not injure the highway, and except al so
that it is permssible to use tire chains, alternative_ traction
devices, or netal studs inbedded wthin the tire of reasonable
proportions and of a type conformng to rules adopted by the state
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patrol, upon any vehicle when required for safety because of snow, ice,

or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid. It is unlawful
to use netal studs inbedded within the tire between April 1st and
Novenber 1st, except that a vehicle may be equi pped year-round wth
tires that have retractable studs if: (a) The studs retract

pneumatically or nechanically to below the wear bar of the tire when
not in use; and (b) the retractable studs are engaged only between
Novenber 1st and April 1st. Retractable studs nmay be nmade of netal or
other material and are not subject to the I|ightweight stud weight
requirenents under RCW  46. 04. 272. The state departnent of
transportation may, fromtinme to tine, determ ne additional periods in
whi ch the use of tires wth nmetal studs i nbedded therein is | awful.

(3) The state departnent of transportation and | ocal authorities in
their respective jurisdictions may issue special permts authorizing
t he operation upon a highway of traction engines or tractors having
novabl e tracks with transverse corrugati ons upon the periphery of the
novabl e tracks or farmtractors or other farm machi nery, the operation
of which upon a highway would otherwi se be prohibited under this
section.

(4) Tires with metal studs inbedded therein may be used between
Novenmber 1st and April 1st wupon school buses and fire departnent
vehicles, any law or regulation to the contrary notw thstandi ng.

Passed by the Senate February 8, 2012.

Passed by the House March 1, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 23, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 23, 2012.
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